Surname 3

[bookmark: _GoBack]




MASSACHUSETTS LEGALIZATION OF HEROIN













Name
Course
Professor
Date










Massachusetts Legalization of Heroin
Policy Review
There have been increased cases of drug dealing in our country. Illegal drug trafficking consequently has been on the rise. These activities have been taking place secretively due to the firm stand that the government has maintained on hard drugs such as heroin. The impact of such drugs is death that results from the increased use of the drugs over the years. Therefore, our state; Massachusetts has seen it fit to make a paradigm shift to accommodate heroin to reduce the dangers that arise from uncontrolled use and affect economic activities via tax gains. On legalizing heroin, the state will create a free wave of economic flow resulting from the free use of the drugs.
Benefits and costs
The legalization of heroin will enable medical advice and tolerance on those who use the drug. Medical practitioners will be at ease to assist addicts in administering reasonable drug proportions to limit deaths that may arise from the improper administration of drugs. Several lives can be saved if the drug is used under hygienic and controlled environments. Our government will benefit from revenue collection form the trade of the drug. When the government prohibits the use and trade heroine, it limits the flow of revenue that can arise from the use of heroin. On legalization, it will open up for the use of the drug in proper proportions. It is an income generating activity for our government which will consequently be used for development projects.
Tax revenue and expenditure
The government expects increased revenue collection from taxes on the heroin trade. It is important to note that the government loses much by prohibiting the use and trade of heroin. Creating a legal market can fish out illegal traders who evade payment of state taxes. Legalization heroine places all traders and users on the tax table which increases the collection of revenue and taxes.[footnoteRef:1] The taxes will be used in creating recreation centers and equip them with experienced personnel who can guide drug addicts on the responsible use of drugs and even help those who may want to quit the use of such drugs.  The economic value of increased tax collection will be used to enhance social services, develop infrastructure, and improvement of health services.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Miron, Jeffrey A. "The Budgetary Implications of Marijuana Legalization in Massachusetts." Report to Change the Climate(2003).]  [2:  DeAngelo, Gregory, and Audrey Redford. "Is Medical Marijuana a Gateway Drug?: The Effect of Medical Marijuana Legalization on Heroin Use Rates." In 2016 Annual Meeting, February 6-9, 2016, San Antonio, Texas, no. 229981. Southern Agricultural Economics Association, 2015.] 

Effect on black markets
The global worth of the heroin industry is to the tunes of $50 billion. Such huge amounts of money are not supposed to be in the hands of black market agents. The impact of such amount of money when in the hands of criminals can be adverse to the society. The state of Massachusetts expects to control this vast market by strategically expelling the black-market agents. The government will control the heroin business by allowing legal business personnel to circulate the drug and create an economy that is out of reach of criminal hands. Thus, the legalization of heroin in Massachusetts will surely expose the market of the criminals and get rid of the black market altogether.
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